The Mount Athos Foundation of America (MAFA) is pleased to announce the winners of our
Mount Athos Travel Scholarships for 2018. These scholarships provide up to $1,000 to support
research projects related to Mount Athos. Applicants are required to be conducting research
which is related to Mount Athos, which study requires travel either to Mount Athos, or to a
dependency of one of the Athonite monasteries, or to one or more institutions such as museums
or research institutes essential to the completion of the applicant’s Athos-related research project.
Winners also receive support from MAFA in establishing effective working relationships with
the monasteries on Mount Athos.

Maximilian Ramseyer: The Teachings and Writings of Archimandrite George Kapsanis:
Toward Develoment of an Educational Model.
An on-site study at Grigoriou Monastery of the writings of the Archimandrite George Kapsanis,
late elder and abbot of Grigoriou, with the objective of developing a model for orthodox
religious & spiritual education that will integrate theology, philosophy and science and spiritual
growth. Mr. Ramsayer’s intention is to ground this model in the foundations of Orthodox
Christian teaching and learning as preserved in Athonite monastic tradition, and in particular, in
the writings of the Elder George of blessed memory, whose many works on Orthodox education
reveal the depth of his thinking about the implications of theology for contemporary life. Mr.
Ramsayer is currently a PhD student in the Harvard Graduate School of Education, and he will
be applying the above-mentioned research to his PhD studies. He holds a BA from Duke
University and his MA from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, MA.

Alexander Rodriguez Suarez: Bell Ringing in Mount Athos: Regulating the Life of the
Monastic Community.
A study of the history of bell ringing on Mount Athos, incorporating an on-site study of the
manufacture and acquisition of bells currently in use in the monasteries and sketes of Mount
Athos. Having already completed a research project based on published materials about monastic
bells and bell ringing and the production of bells in the Ottoman period, Mr. Suarez plans to
document the bells of the Holy Mountain, creating a typology based on their shapes, decoration
and inscriptions. He aims – to the extent possible – to establish the bells’ provenance, and answer
questions about monastic patronage and dedications of the bells and about the monasteries’
relationships with centers of bell production, in the Balkans and elsewhere.
Dr. Suarez is an independent scholar with degrees from the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
(B.A.) and King’s College, London (Ph.D). He is currently a summer research fellow at
Dumbarton Oaks in Georgetown, Washington D.C.

